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Early Life
1. Born in Atlanta, Georgia March 20, 1957 as Shelton Jackson Lee.
2. Moved to Brooklyn, NY when he was a child
3. His mother nicknamed him “Spike” during his childhood.

Education
1. Attended Morehouse College, a historically black college; earned a BA in Mass Comm.
2. Earned an MFA in Film & Television

Career
1. Production Company 40 Acres and a Mule
2. Directorial Debut was She’s Gotta Have It (1986)
a. Budget of $175,000
b. Shot film in two weeks
c. When released in 1986, grossed over $175,000
3. Other Films include
a. Do The Right Thing (1989)
b. Jungle Fever (1991)
c. Malcolm X (1992)
d. Crooklyn (1994)
e. See IMDB.com for complete filmography
4. Spike Lee’s Films have examined:
a. Race Relations
b. Urban Crime and Poverty
c. Other Political Issues
5. Spike Lee has received recognition for his work including the following:
a. Two academy award nominations
b. Student academy award
c. An honorary award from the Academy of Motion Pictures
d. Two Emmy Awards
e. Two Peabody Awards
6. Do the Right Thing
a. Synopsis: The film takes place in the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood of Brooklyn on the hottest day of the year. Spike Lee stars as the character Mooki, a pizza delivery guy and deadbeat dad, who ultimately incites the riot with police. The film put then 32 year old producer/director and Oscar nominated writer on the map in 1989.
b. Over the years, its cultural significance is only growing. The film is now taught in school, and is part of the National Film Registry
c. A film about race in America that doesn’t take sides
d. Shocking destruction, strong language, mature content
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